Contract Details Wag the Dog

animal law
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Dr. Forsythe has bred Best in Show and #1 ranked Chow Chows, Pekingese and
Japanese Chin since 1975. Her “Lionheart” dogs won Best of Breed and awards at
World Dog Shows and National Specialties in the USA and Canada. Lionheart dogs
have over 140 championship titles in 10 countries. She is a recipient of AKC’s
Outstanding Sportsmanship award. Dr. Forsythe is a Canadian Kennel Club all
breed judge, who has officiated at FCl international shows in many countries.

Dr. Forsythe completed her Doctorate in mediation law at Duke University, one of
America’s top law schools. She was called to the Alberta Bar in 1987; and the BC
Bar in 1993. She has appeared before various levels of court and administrative
tribunals; and mediated hundreds of cases. She was the first lawyer in North
America to serve as Ombudsperson for a Law Society. Her litigation practice with
Aarbo Fuldauer LLP includes animal law, dog contracts, CKC hearings, family law,
general lltlgatlon workplace harassment investigations and mediation.
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Seminar Overview

Part 1 - The Foundation

* “Property” vs “Sentient Being”
» The Legal Consequences of Either classification

Part 2 - The Building Blocks

» Advertisement vs Contract vs Bailment
» Essential Contractual Elements

Part 3 - The Details
» Putting it All Together for CKC Breeders & Judges

» Contracts, Stud Service & Remedies
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Part 1 - The Foundation

A cold, harsh concept?
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» But, we love our dogs and they have souls
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Moral Values Change - The Law Changes:

//gndards of Care Regulation
////////MZ distress or rehome efforts
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Moral and Legal Dilemma:

sroperty of their owners
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harm, anguish or
al, if his or her appearance or
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Animal’s have feelings answer
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Summary Offences
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Significant Legal Consequences:
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Question 3
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OT relevant to assessing damages.
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Ireland v. Ireland 2010 SKQB 454 at para. 12

“A dog is a dog.”

“Any application of principles that the court might normally apply
to the termination of custody of children are [sic] completely
inapplicable to the disposition of a pet as family property. Any
temptation to draw parallels between the courts approach in this
case to the principles applied to settle child custody disputes must
be rejected.”
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Question 4
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Rogers v. Rogers
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Relationship breakdown ...

Family law principles:
» Regardless of registered ownership, a dog is “family” property*

* The animal’s value is a family asset, subject to division
» *exemption rules may apply, if there is no co-mingling of assets
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Question 5
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Contract Damages - Sale of Goods Act
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Damages for Emotional Distress
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Somerville v. Malloy
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Ferguson v. Birchmount Boarding Kennels
(2006)
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Thank you!
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